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School Hours: 
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Superintendent’s Message  
Douglas Wheeler 

 

 

Families and Community Members of Saydel CSD, 

 

I hope this message finds you and your family well as we enter the fall season.  The 

school year is in full swing.  Students and staff are settling in for another great year 

of learning in Saydel Schools.   

 

Enrollment this year is 1368 which is steady with last year‟s enrollment.  We also 

continue to enroll new students weekly.  19% of our students and families are attend-

ing Saydel on open enrollment from another district.    The number of families choos-

ing to open enroll their students to Saydel continues to be double the number of fami-

lies who open enroll out.  Attracting students from other districts is evidence of our 

ability to offer high quality academic and extra-curricular opportunities through a 

highly personal experience.  The work of our staff and support of our community will 

ensure Saydel continues to grow as a destination district for families. 

 

There is a great deal of recent media attention regarding the increasing number of 

Iowa schools being labeled “in need of assistance” under the 2001 No Child Left Be-

hind Act.  According to this landmark legislation, 100% of students were to be profi-

cient in math and reading by 2014 Iowa Assessments.  Even with marked improve-

ment on the Iowa Assessments last April, we still have a school in our district that 

meet the criteria for “in need of assistance” and others that have been identified in 

the past.  As a district, this year we have been removed from the watch list for read-

ing and math, met participation requirements and the “other academic indicators” 

measured under NCLB.  This is a huge accomplishment given the increasing expecta-

tions of NCLB.  In this update, I want to give a quick overview of some No Child Left 

Behind basics: 

 

The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB) requires the Iowa Department of Edu-

cation to collect data in grades 3-8 and 11 on an annual basis in order to determine if 

school districts and buildings have reached state adequate yearly progress (AYP) tar-

gets.  Iowa Assessment performance data, participation rates, average daily attend-

ance and graduation rates are included in a school‟s designation. 

Calculations are for a grade level and not a cohort.  For example, our calculation for 

4th grade in 2013 was based on comparing the 2014 4th grade student performance 

with the performance of students in 4th grade in 2013, NOT from comparing the 

growth of the 4th graders from 3rd to 4th grade.  
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Superintendent’s Message—cont’d 

 

Removal from the “in need of assistance” list depends on a district‟s ability to decrease the number of students being 

labeled as non-proficient within a grade level.  Being identified does not necessarily mean that a cohort of students is 

losing ground as measured by Iowa Assessments.  In fact, last April  all but one grade level had marked cohort im-

provement in reading and all but two had a marked cohort improvement in math. 

 

How does Saydel‟s identification compare with the state?  45 out of the 345 school districts in Iowa were labeled as 

Districts in Need of Assistance (DINA) based on „13/‟14 assessments, up from 41 in „12/‟13.  Saydel is not on this list of 

DINA schools.  737 public schools or 54.4% of Iowa schools were labeled as Schools In Need of Assistance in „13/‟14, up 

7.2% from 47.2% in „12/‟13.  Saydel has one school, Cornell, that is identified SINA.  To be removed from SINA, each 

grade needs to reduce the number of students not proficient in reading and math by 10% (roughly seven students per 

grade).  Our staff is working hard to deliver the instruction that will improve yearly student performance on Iowa 

Assessments and other measures of academic growth. 

 

This year we are utilizing our professional develop- ment dollars and time to align our curriculum with the Com-

mon CORE curriculum Iowa Assessments attempt to measure.  Teachers are working to ensure standards are 

sufficiently addressed within each grade level and from one grade level to the next.  Accomplishing this task is ongo-

ing and will provide students with a guaranteed learning experience preparing them not only for success on Iowa As-

sessments and college readiness assessments like the ACT, but also increasing college and career readiness.   

 

Along with a strong focus on curriculum, Teachers are forming new working relationships in the classroom through a 

co-teaching model.  In a co-teaching model, two teachers (one regular education teacher and one special education 

teacher) collaborate in designing learning experiences that better support both regular education and special educa-

tion learners in a classroom.  Regular and special education students have always sat alongside each other in our 

classrooms, this model seeks to elevate the experience and support for all learners in a classroom through collabora-

tive planning, targeted support and reducing the teacher to student ratio in the classroom. 

 

In addition to a great deal of work in the classroom, contractors have been working hard to complete the major bond 

referendum projects.  Taxpayers are often surprised to learn that this 7.9 million dollar referendum did not increase 

their total tax rate.  The total tax rate per $1,000 for property owners in Saydel is still significantly less than sur-

rounding areas and slightly lower than the average of all Iowa districts.  The chart below is a total tax rate compari-

son for Saydel as well as the state average and the average of the five districts bordering Saydel.  Not only are we 

providing a top-quality learning experience, we are doing so in a way that is a great value to our taxpayers. 
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Superintendent’s Message—cont’d 

 

While our unseasonably wet weather has impacted our project completion date, our bond referendum projects are within 

budget and will deliver high quality facilities for our students.   

Please join us October 10 for our grand opening open house at the high school.  From 5:00-6:30 community 

members can tour the new facilities at the high school.  After the football game, there will be a Booster 

Club-supported celebratory fireworks show to thank the community for their investment in our children. 

If you have made it to this point in my letter, thank you for your perseverance.  I wanted to end on a personal note.  The 

past few months of work have been some of the best in my career.  This positive experience is due to the overwhelming 

support I have received from the community.  I continue to be impressed and inspired by the pride our community has in 

its schools.  Please tell your friends, neighbors and relatives the wonderful stories you have shared with me about this 

great district.  Enjoy the fall weather! 

Respectfully, 

 

Douglas Wheeler 

Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Woodside Middle School 
Christopher Feldhans, Principal 
 
 
It is hard to believe that we are 5 weeks into the 2014 - 2015 school year.  I want to share some great news about our 
Iowa Assessment scores from last year.  Woodside Middle School saw growth in 11 of our 12 tested areas of Reading, 
Math, and Science, in grades 5 - 8.  Our growth in Reading and Math were significant enough to move Woodside from 
the School in Need of Assistance (SINA) list into DELAY status.  With one more year of continued growth, Woodside will 
be able to be completely removed from the SINA list altogether.  As we work with your children this year we will spend a 
significant amount of time talking with them about where they are academically, and where we would like to be.  These 
conversations will be centered around Goal Setting.  As a parent, you can work with your student every night by setting 
a time for them to read independently, or with you.  It is also very powerful for adults to read to their children of any 
age.  This provides a model of what a fluent reader sounds like.  We look forward to seeing all parents at Conferences 
on October 2nd and 7th.  If you have not yet scheduled your conference with your child's teacher, please do so right 
away.   
 
Christopher Feldhans 
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SAYDEL HIGH SCHOOL 

Kevin Schulte,  Principal 
 

 

National Merit Scholar Semifinalist 

Nick Dolan, senior, is being recognized as a National Merit Scholar Semifinalist. Nick is one of these semifinalists that 

represent the highest-scoring entrants on the Preliminary SAT (PSAT) and are less than 1 percent of each state‟s sen-

iors. This is a great accomplishment as over 1.4 million students in more than 22,000 high schools entered this program 

by taking the PSAT. 

College Preparation 

One of the components of Saydel‟s Vision 2018 is that 100% of our students will be career and/or college ready. We are 

working toward this on a daily basis with every class in our high school. We also have students taking dual enrollment 

classes (students earn both high school and DMACC credit through courses at the high school) and post-secondary en-

rollment classes (PSEO-classes at an area college). During the 2013-2014 school year, we had 104 students earn college 

credit with the average student earning over 6 college credits last year. This fall we have 86 students enrolled in college 

credit classes. These classes are a great way for students to prepare themselves for life after high school as well as ease 

some of the financial burden of paying for college. 

We are hosting our college planning and financial aid seminar from 7:00 – 9:00 pm on October 28th in the high school 

auditorium. This is a great opportunity to learn more about the process of planning, applying for and funding education 

after high school. 

 

2014-2015 High School Goals 

As we begin another a great year of learning at Saydel High School, we have set the following school goals for Iowa As-

sessments. 

11th grade 

Reading-5% increase of advanced students and 5% increase of advanced and proficient students combined 

Math-4% increase of advanced students and 5% increase of advanced and proficient students combined 

10th grade 

Reading-6% increase of advanced students and 6% increase of advanced and proficient students combined 

Math-5% increase of advanced students and 3% increase of advanced and proficient students combined 

9th grade 

Reading-10% increase of advanced students and 8% increase of advanced and proficient students combined 

Math-6% increase of advanced students and 9% increase of advanced and proficient students combined 

12th grade-as measured by the Work Keys assessment 

Reading and Math-17% Platinum Level, 18% Gold Level, 33% Silver Level, and 18% Bronze Level 

Not only have we set a school goal, but each individual teacher and student has set a personal goal. 

 

Saydel High School has kicked off both a Facebook page and Twitter feed to provide up to date information for both par-

ents and students. Like us (www.facebook.com/saydelhighschool) or follow us (@saydelHS) to stay in the loop. 

http://www.facebook.com/saydelhighschool
https://twitter.com/SaydelHS
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Saydel High School—cont’d 
 

Important dates 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

============================================================================================ 

    

Date Time Event Location 

10/1/14 6:30 PM Music Boosters Choir Room 

10/3/14   Picture Retakes   

10/7/14 4:00 PM Parent-Teacher Con-

ferences 

  

10/15/14 6:00 PM Athletic Boosters Media Center 

10/17/14   End of 1st Quarter   

10/28/14 7:00 PM College Planning 

Night 

Auditorium 

11/5/14 6:30 PM Music Boosters Choir Room 

11/19/14 6:00 PM Athletic Boosters Media Center 

11/26/14 – 11/28/14   Thanksgiving Break   

OPEN ENROLLMENT NOTICE 

Parents considering the use of open enrollment option to enroll their children in another public school 

district in the state of Iowa should be aware of the following deadlines:  

March 1, 2015– Last date for regular open enrollment requests for the 2015-2016 school year.  

September 1, 2015– Last date for open enrollment requests for entering kindergarten students for the 

2015-2016 school year. 

Applications must be filed with the district of residence and the receiving district.  Parents and students 

should be aware that open enrollment may result in the loss of athletic eligibility for participation in var-

sity sports.  

Open enrollment forms are available at the Saydel District Office and are also available through the De-

partment of Education website: www.educateiowa.gov. 



THE SAYDEL COMMUNICATOR 

Page 6 

Cornell Elementary School 

Deb Chiodo, Principal 
 

  Conferences will be held Thursday, October 2nd and Tuesday, October 7th, 2:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  

Dismissal for parent pick up/ 1:30 and bus dismissal / 1:30.  Watch for a reminder note.                 

 

 PTO Meetings will be Tuesday, October 14th and Tuesday, November 11th at 6:30 pm in the Cor-

nell Library. 

 

  Fall Parties will be held Friday, October 31st at 3:00 – 3:20 in classrooms.   

 

 Thursday, November 20th Kindergarten Concert – Cornell Gym, 6:00 pm      

 

  November 26, 27th & 28th – Thanksgiving Break 

Thanks to another generous grant from United Way, Cornell Elementary will be adding one more 
student iPad to each classroom this year. These iPads are used by students for practice opportunities that 
are engaging and educational during independent and small group work time. We are also excited to expand 
the implementation of iPads into specials areas. They will now be available to use during art, music, physical 
education, guidance and library to enhance all areas of student education through the use of technology. 

 

 THANK YOU Affinity Credit Union for continuing to sponsor our monthly Character 

Counts Recognition ! 

 

 

 

 

https://www.affinitycuia.org/
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Cornell Elementary—cont’d 

Upcoming Dates:  

December 4th – 1st & 2nd Grade Concert at High School Auditorium  

December 19th – Mini Sessions 

December 22nd – January 4th – Winter Break 

January 5th – School Resumes  

 

Cornell Elementary School has been awarded a Reading Corps AmeriCorps Member to serve as Elementary Literacy 
Tutor for the 2014-2015 school year!  She will work with students in kindergarten-3rd Grade who need a boost to 
catch up to grade level in reading.  Iowa Reading Corps is a replication of the successful Minnesota Reading Corps 
program model and sees real growth in its students. 

 

     We are excited to announce that Madelyn Schoonover will be serving in our school as an Iowa Reading Corps 
AmeriCorps member!  Madelyn will serve through our local United Way to participate in summer tutoring, Summer 
Feeding Service Program, and/or summer reading programs at local libraries.  The Iowa Reading Corps AmeriCorps 
Program is an initiative of United Ways of Iowa and receives match funding from local United Ways.  

 

      Madelyn will provide research-based interventions to Kindergarten-3rd grade students one-on-one, who are just 
below proficiency in reading.  She will tutor each student daily for 20 minutes to help build reading skills.   

 

     Madelyn is from Indianola, Iowa and graduated from Nebraska Wesleyan University last year with a Bachelor of 
Arts in English.  Her hobbies include reading, writing, singing and playing the piano.  Her favorite food is pizza and 
her favorite novel is Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte. 



THE SAYDEL COMMUNICATOR 

Page 8 

Amy A’Hearn,  

Director of Food Service 

 

 
Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Grant at Cornell  

If you walk through the halls of Cornell Elementary after 2 p.m. you will find carts with fresh fruits and vegetables 

and students munching on an assortment of fruits and veggies in their classroom.  This year we are fortunate 

enough to have received the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program grant.  This grant allows us to serve a fresh fruit 

or vegetable snack to students grades K-4 daily. 

The goal of the FFVP is to: 

Create healthier school environments by providing healthier food choices. 

Expand the variety of fruits and vegetables children experience. 

Increase children's fruit and vegetable consumption. 

Make a difference in children‟s diet to impact their present and future health. 

This program is seen as an important catalyst for change in efforts to combat childhood obesity by helping children 

learn more healthful eating habits. The FFVP introduces school children to a variety of produce that they otherwise 

might not have had the opportunity to sample. 

Please encourage your child to try the fruit or vegetable snack of the day and talk with your child about it when 

they get home.  You may find your child likes more fruits and vegetables than you thought!  The FFVP menu is 

posted on the Saydel website under menus.2014-2015 Breakfast & Lunch Prices 

 

Cornell Prices        Woodside MS & Saydel HS Prices______ 

Breakfast Regular Price  $1.45  Breakfast Regular Price  $1.60 

Breakfast Reduced Price   $.30  Breakfast Sandwich   $1.80 

Lunch Regular Price  $2.25  Breakfast Reduced Price $  .30 

Lunch Reduced price    $.40  Lunch Regular Price  $2.40-$2.75 

          Lunch Reduced Price  $  .40  

Milk Prices at all schools* 

½ pint paper carton    $.40 

*milk is included in lunch and breakfast meal prices 

 

Adult Prices 

Lunch -$3.35         

Breakfast-$1.90  
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Saydel After Prom 

Fleece Blanket Raffle 

 
     Cardinal and Gold       Green and Gold                   Black, Gold and Gray 

$1/ticket or $5 for 6 tickets 

Raffle tickets will be sold at the Saydel home football game 

Friday, October 10th 

Each blanket will be raffled individually 

Winners will be drawn October 10 

Cold weather is coming  

Win a chance to cuddle up in your favorite team colors 

All monies raised go to Saydel After Prom 

 

====================================================== 

Saydel After Prom 

Can Drive 

Our next can drive will be early 2015 

        Details to come 

If you need someone to pick up your redeemable cans/bottles (plastic or 

glass) before that time call Dianne @ 289-2693 

Thank you to everyone who has donated so far 
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Club Use Only    Paid $          registration fee 

Paid $          fund raiser  fee 

 

Little Eagles Wrestling Club Registration 
 

Registration 

•    Tuesday, October 7
th 

from 6:00 – 8:00 pm ~ Cornell Cafeteria 

•    Thursday, October 9
th 

from 6:00 – 8:00 pm ~ Cornell Cafeteria 

•    Cost:  $40 per child / Family Max $95 

•    Club fundraiser will need to be purchased or bought out at registration 

•    Rental equipment; wrestling shoes, singlets and head gear available on a first come, first served basis for a fee of $5 each 

 

Practice Information 

•    Beginners practices ~ Mondays 6:00-7:15. (First practice will be Monday, November 3
rd

) 

•    Advanced practices ~ Mon, Tues, Wed (optional) and Thurs 6:00-7:45. (First practice will be Mon, October 20
th

) 

•    All practices will be held in the Saydel High School wrestling room. 

 
Please call or email Coach Mike VanMeer with any questions:  (515) 867-8021 or vanary24@yahoo.com 

Like us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/#!/SaydelYouthWrestling 
 

Wrestler Information 
 

Last Name:                                                                                       First Name:     Mailing 

Address:                                                                                       City:                                                         Zip:    

Emergency Contact:                                                                                         Emergency Contact Phone: (     )             -    
 

Grade Level: K 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 

T-Shirt Size: YS YM YL S M L  

Shorts Size: YS YM YL S M L  

 

Parent/Guardian Information (For siblings it is only necessary to fill in the Parent/Guardian Info once) 
 

Father Name:    

Father Phone: (     )            -    

Father Email: 

 

Text?               Yes          No 

 
 

Mother Name:    

Mother Phone: (     )            -    

Mother Email: 

 

Text?  Yes          No 

 
 

Guardian Name:    

Guardian Phone: (     )            -                Text?  Yes          No 

Guardian Email: 
 

Parent / Guardian Agreement 
I, the parent / legal guardian of the registrant, a minor, agree that the registrant and I recognize the possibility of physical injury associated with wrestling, and in 

consideration of the Little Eagles Wrestling Club accepting the registrant for its wrestling program, I hereby release, discharge, and / or otherwise indemnify Little 

Eagles Wrestling Club including the sponsors, their employees, and associated personnel, including the owners of the facilities utilized for the program, against any 

and all claims by or on behalf of the registrant as a result of the registrant’s participation in the program. Little Eagles Wrestling Club, Little Eagles Wrestling Club 

Coaching Staff and the Saydel School District cannot be held liable for injuries sustained during practice or tournaments. Wrestlers not adhering to the rules of the 

practices will be asked to leave. We want to provide a quality wrestling education and safe place to learn. Wrestlers must not be dropped off more than 15 minutes 

prior to the start of practice and must be picked up promptly at the time the practice ends. The coaches are not responsible for children not picked up at the end of 

practice. Wrestling shoes need to be carried in separately from street shoes, so they are clean and dry. 

 
Signature:                                                       Printed Name:                                                         Date:    

 

This publication is being provided as a courtesy to inform you of other community activities and opportunities.  It is not associated with, or 

sponsored by Saydel Community School District. 
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SAYDEL EAGLES 

ATHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB 

SAYDEL HIGH SCHOOL    5601 NE 7th    DES MOINES, IA 50313 
The Athletic Booster Club at Saydel High School is a volunteer parent organization.  We help provide equipment, uni-

forms, and other items for our student athletes when regular budget dollars aren‟t enough.  In the past year a few of 

our larger purchases have been updating our video equipment used for training purposes, training tables that our 

used in our athletic training room, and practice equipment for our baseball and softball teams.  In order for us to be 

successful, we depend on the support of our community and local businesses.  Thank you for considering one of the 

following memberships below, which would help strengthen and support our athletic programs.  Please refer to 

www.highschoolsports.net for Saydel sports schedules and information. 

We have several options available for individual memberships 

 

1. Platinum Eagle - $250  includes 
 - Family Athletic Pass (admission to all regular home scheduled sporting events during the 14-15 sea-

son, $150 value)  

 - Name listed in our athletic programs 

    

2. Gold Eagle - $100 includes 
 - Punch card good for admission to ten home athletic events ($50 value) 

 - Name listed in our athletic programs 

 

3. Green Eagle - $50 includes 
     - $15 credit for Saydel Athletic Booster merchandise 

 - Name listed in our athletic programs 

 

4. Eagle - $25 includes 

 - Name listed in our athletic programs 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Yes, we would like to support the Saydel Athletic Booster Program.  

 

Please fill out the information below and send to the address listed above.  Your check should be made out to Saydel 

Athletic Boosters. 

 

_____ $250 Platinum Eagle _____ $50 Green Eagle 
 

_____ $100 Gold Eagle _____ $25 Eagle 

 

Name:  __________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  ________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:  _____________________ Email address:  _____________________________ 

 



THE SAYDEL COMMUNICATOR 

Page 13 



SAYDE L COMMUNITY SCH OOL DIS TRICT….. .SERVING 
THE UNIQUE LE ARNING NEEDS OF E ACH AND EVERY 

STUDENT 

Saydel Board of Education 

 

Brian Bowman, President 

Paul Breitbarth, Vice President 

Ray Livingston 

Kyle Prendergast 

Melissa Sassman 

Rob Stephenson 

Henry Wood 
  

School Board meetings are held at the Saydel District 

Office on the second Monday of each month at 6 p.m. 
 

Education for Leadership 
Learning for Life 

We’re on the web 

www.saydel.k12.ia.us 

SCHOOL LISTINGS: 

 

CORNELL ELEMENTARY  
Grades PK - 4 

5817 NE 3rd Street 
Des Moines, IA 50313 

PH: 515-244-8173  
Mrs. Deb Chiodo, Principal 

 
WOODSIDE MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Grades 5 - 8 
5810 NE 14th Street  

Des Moines, IA 50313  
PH: 515-265-3451  

  Mr. Christopher Feldhans, Principal    
 

SAYDEL HIGH SCHOOL 
Grades 9 - 12 

5601 NE 7th Street 
Des Moines, IA 50313 

Ph: 515-262-9325 
Mr. Kevin Schulte, Principal 

Mr. Adam Busch, Activities Director 
 
 

SAYDEL DISTRICT OFFICE 
Douglas Wheeler, Superintendent of Schools 

Ryan Eidahl,  Business Manager  
Dr. Simone Alekno, Director of Curriculum  

Julie McKibben, Director of Student Services 
Amy A’Hearn, Director of Food Services 

5740 NE 14th Street 
Des Moines, IA 50313 

(515) 264-0866  FAX (515) 264-0869 
The District Office is adjacent to Woodside Middle School. 
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